MARLDON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting of Marldon Parish Council held on Monday 8-8-2016 at 7.30pm 
MEMBERS PRESENT:


Cllrs:   Palk, Mrs Clarke, Pennington,  Joinson, Page, Smith, Thorp, Veasey; C. Cllr Rosemary Rowe.
ALSO PRESENT:
8 members of the public and Clerk to the Council:  David Eeles, 
Before the meeting started members of the public had the opportunity to air any concerns and ask questions, which would be noted by members and if necessary raised during the meeting.
1(8.16)
APOLOGIES 
Cllrs. Mrs Cox, D. Webber.
2(8.16)    APPROVAL OF MINUTES
It was proposed by Cllr Clarke and seconded by Cllr. Joinson and unanimously AGREED that the July ordinary meeting minutes be approved as a true record and accordingly signed off by the Chairman. 

3(8.16) MATTERS ARISING
10(7.16) 
1. Cllr Pennington had suggested that the new development at Moorview should not be called Moorview but instead Westerland Green. Developer Peter Salter and SHDC  Planning were informed. They have repied that it is now too late to alter the name of the development site but SHDC whose job it is to agree the actual road name has been informed of the request. 

2. Cllr Veasey had complained that the verges, grass kerbs and gullies of the village were not being swept or cut and were looking a mess. Since then much work has been done especially on Totnes road.
3. Problems with the hedges on Church Hill were complained about before the meeting by a local resident and it was AGREED to contact Thulborns and ask them to do the cut normally do but earlier in view of the danger to traffic from the overhanging branches. 
4(8.16) POLICE:
A number of minor items from the police incident website for this area were noted.
5.(8.16) REPORTS
COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT
C. Cllr Rosemary Rowe reported:

COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT to August 2016

Points of discussion recently have included.

The referendum and the election of new prime minister and Government. The effect it will have on local government which is not yet known.

Refugee Children. There are many misplaced children being cared for at facilities near Gatwick Airport.

Budgets. Peoples Budget has to date since April 1st an overspend of £7 mil pounds. There are 539 more people in D.C.C. care than was budgeted for .This is mainly due to the mild winter and the fact that people are living longer.

Schools.91% of D.C.C.Schools who has had Ofsted report in the past Academic Year has been graded good or outstanding. 71% have not academicised .Key Stage 2 results are about average.

The C.C. is still fighting for fairer funding for our schools as we are still £270.00 per pupil less than average across the country.

Social services Children`s care. What do we want?   Early help working with the Police and the Schools to pickup with families in need of help before problems get too complicated. On average each social worker has 20 cases on their books at any one time. Domestic Violence in the home. Post 16 Transport to schools and Colleges. The list of financial expenditure is endless within the peoples Budget.

Recycling. The Rate at present is 57% across the county. This needs a boost as it has been level for a long time.

Broadband phase 2 is coming soon.

Scams. Do please be careful.

Enjoy your Summer.

DISTRICT COUNIL REPORT
Report of Dist. Cllr Pennington:

The Council at 25 July meeting agreed to the implementation of a local authority control company (LACC) to commence trading on 1 April 2017, subject to there being a satisfactory outcome to the outstanding pension tax and governance questions. That a Joint Steering Group (JSGM) is established to deal with matters concerning the implementation of the LACC, and that the Council approves the use of up to £126,750 of the 2016/17 Budget Surplus Contingency earmarked reserve for the set up costs of the LACC. 

However due to the fact that both outside consultants Price Waterhouse Cooper had drawn the attention of the Council to a number of risks which need to be resolved as  have outside consultant audit office Grant Thornton before any implementation, I moved an amendment to the above proposal which read “in view of the many financial risks to be considered on the possible establishment of a LACC, the financial risks should receive independent consideration by the councils Audit Committee for an opinion prior to further consideration by any other Council body or the full Council.” That amendment was lost on a recorded vote by 22 against and seven for. On the motion itself I voted against. But later at the audit committee I got a unanimous vote for the risk issues involved in setting up a LACC to be placed as an agenda item for the September meeting of the Audit Committee. The Council’s Overview and Security Panel on which I sit has agreed to “engage with the Town and Parish Councils on expectations around support for the neighbourhood plans.”
MEG REPORT
Cllr Gordon Page reported that: 
Members have worked clearing the diagonal path in Tor Field, the steps up to f/p 4, Slip Hill, and mowing Broomhill bridleway and the footpaths in the Meadow.. Members also cut back vegetation obscuring road signs on Preston Down Road, and with Steve Holley strimmed and trimmed from Churscombe Cross to the by-pass roundabout. Leader Lane saw some remedial activity, litter-picking took place, and SH cut back east side verge on Vicarage Hill and reclaimed the footpath, also weed spraying the kerb side. Five members mowed and trimmed the underpass on Preston down Road and also trimmed and tidied the entrance to the Broomhill bridleway. SH cut and clear the east side verge on Vicarage Road and also cut the grass around the village seat and roadside in Village Lane. For members went to footpath 18 and mode and trimmed from Moorview to Farthing Lane. One member mowed footpath 13 and the bridleway; Stephen Holley cut and cleared the road verges around Compton and sprayed the verges on Vicarage Hill, Love Lane Village Road and the car park. This month 54 hours of voluntary work as been completed. SH is now settling into a weekly routine of work in Berry Pomeroy, Marldon and Compton and is doing a great job.
Members discussed the proposed welcome notice for the Five Lanes roundabout, an issue which had been revisited by a member of the public prior to the meeting. Cllr Page agreed to make a design and present it.

6(8.16) NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
The Chairman has single-handedly processed 240 questionnaires which took him 3.5 days. He summarized the results. The clerk suggested and it was AGREED that the remaining 180 questionnaires be distributed to members of the NP committee for analysis, about 35 each, and the 3 councillors present took theirs, with the clerk posting the remainder on. It is hoped to have the results from this analysis available for the next meeting in September.
Cllrs Page and Pennington had attended a meeting at Follaton House on the NP procedure which they regarded as useful.

7(8.16) PLANNING
1251/16/FUL: Marldon Xmas Tree Farm- use of land for 4 holiday lodges and retention of shepherds hut with parking and patio areas.

Standing orders were briefly suspended to allow a member of the public who lived nearby to voice her concerns about what was going on at this site. Lorries were heard there at night. The Chairman was concerned that in the paperwork the Tree Farm was described as a “garden centre” which it was not. There were fears that approval for 4 buildings would be followed by others. Problems with the access were mentioned. 

Following a site visit to examine these proposals Cllr Veasey proposed refusal, seconded by Cllr Clarke, on the grounds of difficulties with access, un-neighbourliness (noise) and incorrect description of applicant. There have been two letters of objection. The motion was CARRIED 5 in favour with 3 abstentions. There had previously been a motion proposing no objection which had been lost by 5 votes against and 2 in favour
1766/16/HHO Extension to Providence Cottage, Totnes Road to Westerland Lane.
Plans were APPROVED

3, Brownscombe Close- installation of rear conservatory.
Plans were APPROVED

    8(8.16)  CORRESPONDENCE
It was noted that there was a current offer on a multi-user games area Arena .
9(8.16) LEISURE and PUBLIC GROUNDS
    Chair of this committee Cllr Jenny Clarke reported:
1. The Rhino play facility for the play area funded partly by the anonymous bequest and partly by the Council in honour of the Queen’s 90th birthday has now been installed. She will be organizing the plaque.
2. Kerry McCabe is to talk to the youngsters in the Youth Group about the dangers of drugs following the unfortunate drowning of a local lad in the River Dart, and members offered their condolences to the family involved. It was AGREED to send a letter to this effect and Cllr. Clarke, who knows the family will do this on behalf of the Council.

3. The clerk reported that Allotment 8 has now been taken over by the same family who are helping with Allot. 7. Some concerns were still expressed about Allot. 7 and it was AGREED to have a site visit by the Chairman and whoever was available.
10(8.16) HIGHWAYS AND MAINTENANCE
1. Marldon Lane at Aptor potholes still not attended to. Also potholes in Church Hill. 
2. It was noted that the white lines on the Tones Road in the middle of the village were very faded. 
3. The Chairman was concerned that roadworks associated with the new development in Moorview were making life very difficult for residents and prosed a letter to Mr Salter which was seconded by Cllr Clarke and duly CARRIED.
4. A member of the public had raised a problem to do with parking in Bampton Close, where inconsiderate parking outside no. 4 has caused access problems for other residents. It was AGREED to report this to DCC Highways.

5. Cllr Palk reported several cases of fly-tipping in the area which the Police had expressed no interest in. The clerk agreed to investigate this with the Police.

 11(8.16)      FINANCE

The following payments were approved:-
Payments-  Main a/c:                                                                                              £
   Clerk net salary and expenses July                                                                291.60

   Clerk PAYE                                                                                                       66.40

Parish lengthsman : work at roundabout, Vicarage Hill, path, sprayed path verge; Vicarage Road verge village seat and triangular area nearby-                                          187.50

Rhino Play  DIZZY roundabout                                                                      2,784.00

Cumbria Clock Co. servicing Church clock                                                         165.60

BANK ACCOUNTS  as at 29 July 2016  

Main Account:                      £25,728.26

P3     Account:                         £695.81

Environment Account :            £616.55

NS&I Investment Account  Balance at 31.12.2015:       £20,795.20 (gross interest p.a.=£154.80)
12(8.16)      MATTERS UNDER REVIEW.
 None
      
13(8.16) BUSINESS at the DISCRETION of THE CHAIRMAN 
Cllr Page reported that a Mrs Say wished to donate a bench for Broomhill Meadow in memory of her husband, and was willing to pay for this to the Council to enable the Council to order it and  gain the VAT refund. This was AGREED. 
14(8.16) CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS- none
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Monday September 12th 2016. 
Signed ……………………………………………………    Chairman                      8-8 -2016
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