MARLDON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting of Marldon Parish Council held on Monday  11th April 2016 at 7.30pm 
MEMBERS PRESENT:


Cllrs:   Palk, Mrs Clarke, Pennington,  Joinson, Page, Webber, Thorp, Cox; C. Cllr Rowe
ALSO PRESENT:
11 members of the public and Clerk to the Council:  David Eeles
Before the meeting started members of the public had the opportunity to air any concerns and ask questions, which would be noted by members and if necessary raised during the meeting.

1(4.16)
APOLOGIES 
Cllrs. Smith, Veasey
2(4.16)    APPROVAL OF MINUTES
It was proposed by Cllr. Joinson seconded by Cllr. Palk and unanimously AGREED that the March ordinary meeting minutes be approved as a true record and accordingly signed off by the Chairman. 

3(4.16) MATTERS ARISING
  6(3.16) Parish Map: this requirement for a Neighbourhood Plan was in hand; it requires registering with the OS map system.
10(3.16) Possible development of Broomhill: The clerk reported that he did not have the Broomhill deeds in his files and they were not among those presented at Bynes solicitors. A check in the files upstairs in the Village Hall needs to be made.

Cllr Clarke proposed that she should proceed with a quote from S. Hams to mend the surface under the swings for £186 and this was seconded by the Chairman and duly CARRIED.

11(3.16) HGV sign on 5 Lanes Road: The clerk confirmed that as Highways had advised there are in fact warning signs on the main by-pass roundabout and in any case the sign at the entrance to Five Lanes Road only warns of a prohibition at the roundabout at Marldon Cross where HGV’s are forbidden from proceeding on to Totnes. Members felt that the prohibition should apply to Five lanes Road as well and Cllr Thorp proposed that Highways be asked to investigate the possible exclusion of HGV’s from Five Lanes Road. This was seconded and duly CARRIED.

4(4.16) POLICE:
A number of minor items from the police incident website for this area were noted.
It was agreed to contact Insp. Tomlinson to ensure a presence at the Annual Meeting.
5.(4.16) REPORTS
Report of Cllr R. Rowe for Devon County Council:

DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT TO 01/04/2016

Since the end of January 2016 when the budget was fixed along with the level of Council Tax payable for 2016/17 work has been quite quiet. I have attended a People`s Scrutiny meeting where we spend a great deal of time discussing issues relating to Children, Older people,Vulnerable people and their needs. Social care and Schools including Ofsted reports.

At this particular meeting we received representations on the closure of Sutcombe County Primary School which is out Nr.Holsworthy in the very North of the County. There are now only 21 Children aged between 4 and 11 on the school role. The building is in need of updating and is very expensive to run. There has not been an acting Head teacher there for 2 years as no one wants the position. An agency head has been employed costing £560.00 per day on 2 days a week. The funding from D.C.C. was 3 times per pupil of the average allowance paid to other similar primary schools in Devon. The Scrutiny Committee endorsed the decision taken by the cabinet members to close the school from July 2016 .There are other schools and transport available in the area.

I attended a Corporate Services Meeting were Devon Youth services will be run out of house via a tendering process similar to the Library service which is now being run by a Mutual trust from the 1st April.

We had our local Southern area H.A.T.O.C. Meeting on the 1st April at Follaton House and we were informed that D.C.C. has been awarded around an extra £38 million for 2016/17 and over the next 4 years going down to £34 million in 20/21 This is from a Special Highways Incentive Funding Scheme to use best practise to make efficiency savings. So it will have to be justifiable. Issues discussed included drainage and gullys, ditching, buddleholes and rain water (we cannot control the amount of rain water we have to deal with!)The Parish lengthsman service is NOT run in conjunction with the parish Councils any more. They still exist and aim to visit each known problem area once or twice a year. I think it is best to send the information as to where the service is needed to Lisa Edmonds our locality highways officer by email and hopefully she will pass it on. This then brings me on to The Community Road warden Scheme. Training for people willing to carry out work voluntarily will be financed by D.C.C. Workers must be safe. Parish councils can employ someone as long as they are trained to do the job and have insurance cover. The project officer for this is someone called Victor Goff.There is also the Community Pay Back Scheme which costs 3160.00 per day. These are people who have been ordered to do Community work through the Magistrates courts. I am told their work is very good.

We went through lots of R.T.O. `s and Marldon and South Brent featured on the lists.

I am sure there are many other Highways issues which keep coming in, potholes, poor road surfaces, Pavements, Footpaths, grass banks, Hedgerows etc. Some Parishes club together to employ someone to do some of the work and either allow for this on their Parish precept or from their council members locality Funding.

I hope to visit most of you this month. It is difficult when 2/3 councils meet on the same night at the same time 20 miles apart.

Rosemary Rowe.

DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT
Cllr. Pennington reported:

1. He, Cllr Page and the clerk had attended a free conference on Neighbourhood Planning at Hannah’s which was very useful.
2. He reported that at the HATOC meeting the proposal by the council and the 20mph petitioners had been passed on the Chairman’s casting vote despite the opposition of the DCC officers. It now has to go to DCC cabinet for a final decision but no-one can speak at this. He has contacted Roger Coad to ask for his support. 
3. The school is looking into further measures such as a lollipop lady to reduce problems outside the school. The Council is willing to offer financial support for this and DCC also have set aside funds. It was AGREED to contact the Headteacher to see what help could be offered. 

MEG REPORT

Cllr Page reported on work carried out March-April 2016. Summary:
Steps on F/P 5 and 6 worked on; Footpath survey; litter picking. Met with David Cooke of Brockhurst Residents Assn. re F/P 17 and new steps. Agree BPRA would pay towards cost costs of raw materials and a donation to Meg funds and provide some labour. Start date of 30th April, weather permitting, agreed. F/P 13 work done to repair damage caused by heavy rain inc. drainage channels and new gravel.  Clearance of ivy and cut back overgrowth on by-pass side of Vicarage Road. 
6(4.16) NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
It was AGREED to send a letter to the top-shops to thank them for helping to collect the questionnaires. These will be collated and analyzed after the Annual Meeting.
7(4.16) QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY
Cllr Cox reported that a school event would take place on the 10th June. It was suggested that a card be sent from the PC and enquiries will be made about an artist card. Members were not in agreement about whether or how to commemorate this event and the matter was postponed to the next meeting. 
8(4.16) SCHOOL CROSSING PATROL

It was AGREED to contact the DCC Education Dept. to request the financing of a school crossing patrol but only after the school has been consulted. 
9(4.16) PLANNING
0745/16/FUL: Land at Westerland, Totnes Road: retrospective change of use from agricultural to equestrian. Also 2 areas fenced for dog exercising and training.  Members REFUSED to support this application on the grounds of undesirable change of use from agricultural to equestrian and possible flooding implications. Also increased traffic and parking problems. 
0544/16/HHO: West Haven, Village Road,- extend garage: This application was APPROVED
0651/16/ADV: Land adjacent 1. Furzegood: I non illuminated directional sign This application was APPROVED
    10(4.16)  CORRESPONDENCE
      The clerk assured Cllr Webber that he had passed on Torbay Council’s response to his request for road cleaning in Westerland which was in the negative due to it being outside their area. 
11(4.16) LEISURE and PUBLIC GROUNDS
1. Cllr Clarke, Chairman of the committee, reported on progress with the Youth group, but a premises was still needed. 
2. She has looked at possible play structures for the play area using the bequest, and favours a roundabout at £1,375. It would cost £2,835 to buy install so would need a substantial contribution from Council funds. 
12(4.16) HIGHWAYS AND MAINTENANCE
1. Cllr Thorp reported that he had received complaints from local residents about a truck parking inconsiderately in Churscombe road. Unless it forms a dangerous obstruction (which it doesn’t) there is nothing the police can do about this. It was suggested that the firm owning the truck could be contacted. 
2. A hole in the road outside the post Office (which has been reported before) has apparently resulted in a lady spending some time in hospital and she is threatening to sue. 

3. Potholes in Village Road, Westerland near the main road and at Kiln Cross.

 13(4.16)      FINANCE

The following payments were approved:-
Payments-  Main a/c:                                                                                              £
   Clerk net salary and expenses Jan.                                                                 291.14

   Clerk PAYE                                                                                                       66.60

   DALC membership                                                                                          498.00

   Marldon Cricket Club      Meadow maintenance Sept.-March                          480.50

   SHDC Payroll service                                                                                      120.00

   SHDC  Election 7 May 2015 supplies and services                                           122.66    

   Acer Laptop, office package and external hard drive from Transparency fund ,

Payable D. Eeles  (receipt attached)                                                                  474.97                                                      

Receipts:

P3 Account

PROW Grant                                                                                                      500.00

BANK ACCOUNTS  as at 31 March 2016  

Main Account:                      £22,178.20

P3     Account:                         £293.89

Environment Account :            £481.89

NS&I Investment Account  Balance at 31.12.2015:       £20,795.20 (gross interest p.a.=£154.80)

14(4.16)      MATTERS UNDER REVIEW.
 None
      
15(4.16) BUSINESS at the DISCRETION of THE CHAIRMAN   
The issue of the house at 40, Pembroke Park which has been empty for 16 years was raised before the meeting and it was AGREED to write again to S. Hams Housing. 

16(4.16) CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS
None
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Monday May 9th 2016. Note this is the AGM when members will be elected to committee positions.
Signed ……………………………………………………    Chairman                        9-5-2016
PAGE  
PAGE  6

PAGE  

PAGE  6

PAGE  
6

