MARLDON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting of Marldon Parish Council held on Monday 12th January 2015 at 7.30pm

MEMBERS PRESENT:


Cllrs:
Joinson, Veasey, Mrs Cox, Palk, Mrs Clarke, Thorp, Smith, Bygraves, Pennington, and Webber ;

ALSO PRESENT:
  11 members of the public and Clerk to the Council:  David Eeles

Before the meeting started members of the public were able to voice their questions and concerns which would be dealt with during the meeting as appropriate.

1(1.15)
APOLOGIES 
C. Cllr Rowe


2(1.15)    APPROVAL OF MINUTES
It was proposed by Cllr. Palk, seconded by Cllr. Thorp and unanimously AGREED that the December meeting minutes be approved as a true record and were accordingly signed off by the Chairman. 

3(1.15) MATTERS ARISING 
5(11.14) Parish Cluster meeting- it was noted that this was 11th February at 06.30pm at Follaton and the TAP bids would be decided. Cllrs Pennington and Bygraves agreed to attend and support any local TAP bid. 
4(1.15) POLICE:
A number of items for November were reported from the police website. 

It was noted that PCSO Paula Frain had now left the force and was no longer the local police representative. She had done that job for 8 years and all agreed she had been excellent at the job, getting to know many of the local people and always reassuring with her presence. She would be sorely missed especially as it seemed unlikely she would be replaced. Members unanimously AGREED that the fulsome thanks of the Parish Council and the local parishioners should be communicated to Paula via the Totnes police station. 
5.(1.15) REPORTS
DISTRICT COUNCIL 

D. Cllr Pennington reported:

1. The Budget process 2015/16 will begin later this week- it will be a difficult year. There is a funding gap of £381,000 = 4.2%, which will need to be covered. The Council is planning for no revenue support grant by 2020- the funding gap over the next 4 years will be £2.5m.

2. The PC’s objection letter to Marion Playle re Linden Homes : there has been no reply and she has abruptly left S. Hams. He has requested Alan Robinson, joint Chief Executive, to deal with it.

3. There will be a conference on 106 agreements at S. Hams.

MEG REPORT from Cllr Mrs Cox: After detailing the usual laudable activities of the MEG team in the village Cllr Cox noted that there would have to be a meeting with the MEG volunteers to discuss the issues raised from Mr Brunts’s visit regarding working on public highways. At this point standing orders were lifted to allow Robin Cox and other MEG members to participate. It was AGREED for the clerk to contact Ros Davies and the DCC PROW officer Jon Rowlands to give their views on the situation. 
6(1.15)     PLANNING
.
34/2927/14/F Erection of new building at 1 Churscombe Green: after a site visit NO OBJECTION was raised to these plans.
The response of Mr Gilpin, planning officer SHDC, that there might need to be a new planning consent for the works at the new graveyard, was discussed and AGREED to contact him again and suggest a site visit if necessary.

7 (1.15)  CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk summarized correspondence received.
8(1.15) LEISURE and PUBLIC GROUNDS
Cllr Clarke agreed to bring the details to allow the cheques to be made out to the sports clubs from the Active villages fund to the next meeting. It was AGREED that money from the SCARF fund would be available to help position the basketball post. 
Issues surrounding the gate and fencing at the play area were discussed. 

Cllr Cox noted that the Church path needs sweeping. 

9(1.15) HIGHWAYS AND MAINTENANCE
1. The issues at Compton which had been raised by Compton resident Mrs Oliphant before the meeting started were discussed. It appears that the newly relaid road has a camber which leads to water collecting in from of some houses instead of draining into the brook. It was AGREED to ask Lisa Edmonds of DCC Highways to contact Mrs Oliphant directly so that she could be shown the problem, which she had been unable to identify previously. 
The following issues from previous months were still a concern:

2. Marldon Cross Hill opposite Moortor Manor where the road seems to be collapsing

3. Furzegood near the Scout Hut entrance. This was identified as a raised kerbstone in the middle of the  entrance to the scout hut car park entrance in Furzegood which could cause a hazard to pedestrians
Also potholes on Church Hill by the Church.
Mr Pryce of Love Lane had drawn attention to the poor state of the road in Love Lane Close and Meadow Park around the junction with Millmans Road and this would be passed on to DCC Highways.

10(1.15)      FINANCE

The following payments were approved:-

 Payments-  Main a/c:                                                                                              £
   Clerk net salary and expenses December                                                       303.40

   Clerk PAYE                                                                                                      66.40

   DGM mower parts                                                                                           17.08  

   Robin Cox  boundary stone plaque, adhesive and postcrete                             34.09

P3 Account:
 Robin Cox  Timber and strimmer course                                                          56.71

BANK ACCOUNTS  as at 31-12-2014 

Main Account:                      £23,810.72

P3     Account:                         £81.87

Environment Account :            £197.51

PRECEPT
The budget figures provided (see attached) were discussed with details of likely income and expenditure and the Chairman proposed, seconded by Cllr Thorp, that the precept be kept virtually the same at £12,004. This means asking for a precept of £11,163 which together with the Council Support Grant of £841 will make up the £12,004 required. This was CARRIED unanimously. 

The clerk raised the issue of the Chairman’s Allowance which the Chairman himself was always reluctant to raise. The Chairman eventually agreed to accept the same sum as previously given- £110- but would not agree to an increase in this. This was proposed by Cllr Cllr. Thorp, seconded by Cllr Clarke and CARRIED unanimously. This payment would be in next month’s list.

The clerk sought members’ retrospective approval to his decision, due to lack of time, to charge the same for allotment rental as the previous year- £21- and this was duly AGREED. Cllr Thorp agreed to make enquiries about Plot 9 which has allegedly been vacated. Some concern was expressed about plot 4.

11(1.15)      MATTERS UNDER REVIEW.
 None
      
12(1.15) BUSINESS at the DISCRETION of THE CHAIRMAN    None
13(1.15) CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS

Members discussed the quotes that had been received for work on three trees on Council property and it was proposed by Cllr Cox and seconded by Cllr Thorp that the cheapest quote from Devon Tree Services be accepted; this was duly CARRIED nem con. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
9th February 2015
Signed ……………………………………………………    Chairman                        12-1-2015
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