MARLDON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting of Marldon Parish Council held on Monday 14th September 2015 at 7.30pm 
MEMBERS PRESENT:


Cllrs:  Veasey, Palk, Mrs Clarke, Mrs Cox, Pennington,  Joinson, Mrs Smith, Webber
ALSO PRESENT:
  13 members of the public and Clerk to the Council:  David Eeles
Before the meeting started members of the public had the opportunity to air any concerns and ask questions, which would be noted by members and if necessary raised during the meeting.

1(9.15)
APOLOGIES 
 Cllrs Thorp,  Bygraves, C.Cllr Rowe
2(9.15)    APPROVAL OF MINUTES
It was proposed by Cllr. Palk, seconded by Cllr. Cox and unanimously AGREED that the August meeting minutes be approved as a true record and accordingly signed off by the Chairman. 

3(9.15) MATTERS ARISING
Ordinary meeting:
6(7.15); Cllr Pennington asked about progress on the new burial ground -Cllr Veasey felt that while the current entrance could be left as it is for the moment and access obtained for burials through the lower graveyard as at present, there should be works done to make the access from there more suitable including possibly a lychgate, perhaps using the money which had been given through the Chairman for access works. It was AGREED that there would be a meeting of the Graveyard Committee to discuss this and further the plans for the consecration. 
7(7.15): Xmas Tree Farm- Cllr Pennington reported that he had attended the licencing  meeting and spoke against allowing the licencing application on the grounds on disturbance to local residents and access difficulties, but the license was nevertheless granted. No other consultees objected. However certain conditions were attached- there will be no outside sittings after 9pm and also no bottle movements after that time. Alchohol will only be served with meals and there will be a waiter service. There will be 50 inside and 20 outside covers. Access is not a licensing matter. 
The issue of the pedestrian access into Farthing Lane which has recently been re-opened was raised and it was proposed by the Chairman , seconded by Cllr Cox and duly CARRIED unanimously that the Chief planning Officer at SHDC be informed of this development and asked to ensure previous planning conditions which prevented this exit be enforced.
8(8.150 Defribulator: It was reported that the Primary school has had a defibrillator installed and in view of this Cllr Veasey proposed that no further action be taken in regard to installing one at the top shops. This was seconded by Cllr Webber and duly CARRIED. 

4(9.15) POLICE:
A number of items for July were reported from the police website. 
5.(9.15) REPORTS
DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT
Cllr. Pennington reported:

Discretionary Local Business Relief Policy
1. Recommendation: to offer local business discretionary rate relief where it is in the interest of the local council taxpayers to do so – to encourage and improve economic performance and local employment and lower the business ate burden. It can be between 0% and 100% for upto 2 years.

2. When South Hams receives business rates -50% is returned to Central Government; 9% to DCC; 1% to Fire Authorities; 40% retained by South Hams. 

MEG REPORT. 
Cllr Cox reported that there is no Best Kept Village competition this year. Bad weather in August has affected work done. She once again thanked the Gardening Club for their kind contribution to MEG funds.
6(9.15) 20 MPH BLANKET LIMIT FOR MARLDON
Members had received copies of the letter from Richard Jackson (Senior Highways Development Management Officer at DCC) which advised that “ a 20mph speed limit would…be contrary to DCC Speed Limit Policy which specifies that 20mph speed limits should only be considered where there is a combination of these factors:
· There is significant vulnerable road user activity 

· Speed related casualty accident history
· Mean speeds low (around 20mph) or proposed engineering will make limit self enforcing
· Not on roads serving strategic function
· Near or outside school
In conclusion there is no legal justification for the request, the outline planning application and its associated S106 contributions is not up for review and the request would be contrary to DCC policies.” 
The request is now on the agenda for the next HATOC meeting on 13th Nov. and the Chairman will pass on that Marldon PC is in favour of the 20mph suggestion as was confirmed by a vote proposed by Cllr Webber, seconded by Cllr Cox and duly CARRIED. Also as part of this resolution at was agreed that the clerk should contact Ipplepen PC and Ivybridge Town Council, both places apparently do have 20mph limits in operation.

7(9.15) NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN.

The Chairman said that he was still in favour of proceeding with a Neighbourhood Plan but Cllrs Cox, Clarke and Joinson expressed doubts, the latter saying that there was nothing like the required support from the public. However the Chairman proposed that investigations continue with him circulating a document, seconded by Cllr Veasey and duly CARRIED with Cllr Cox abstaining.
8(9.15) CORNER OF WESTERLAND LANE AND TOTNES ROAD
Cllr Webber reported that he had received several complaints from members of the public that the owner of the field on this corner was parking her car in such a position as to inconvenience car drivers trying to leave the lane at what was a dangerous corner. At the same time the lady concerned, a Ms Ellicott, has contacted the clerk to ask for speed humps on the Totnes road to slow down the traffic in view of the difficulty drivers have exiting this blind corner. The Chairman said that it was DCC policy not to put in speed bumps on main roads. Cllr Webber proposed that Ms Ellicott be informed of this and asked if she could please park in a more sensible place. This was seconded by Cllr Pennington and duly CARRIED unanimously.
9(8.15) PLANNING
34/1685/15/F: 9, Meadow Park- raise the roof: members felt this extension is out of keeping with the other dwellings because its roofline would be much higher, and registered an OBJECTION on those grounds
34/1768/15/F – 19, Moorview- dormer roof extension, ground floor extension and extended garage. NO OBJECTION. The Chairman and Cllr Clarke did not vote after declaring an interest
34/1769/15/F: 36. Moorview- annex, shed, raised decking, link bridge and demolishing existing garage. NO OBJECTION. The Chairman and Cllr Clarke did not vote after declaring an interest

34/1844/15/RM: Development site at Moorview approval of reserved matters following outline approval. This was APPROVED subject to confirmation from SHDC Dev. Control regarding 2 matters concerning drainage.

24/1890/15/0: 8 new dwellings at The Old RMC quarry, The Old Kiln, Kiln Road. Consideration of these plans was deferred to Oct 12th meeting as not all members had had time to read the plans. 
10(9.15)  CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk summarized correspondence received. There has been a request from Angela Gilbert of Compton Castle to allow parking for the High Sheriff of Devon Declaration Service which may be on 19th March at the Church and between 50-130 may be present. Members felt after discussion that the normal application procedure for use of the meadow must be followed. 
12(9.15) LEISURE and PUBLIC GROUNDS
1.

Public Grounds Report for September P.C. Meeting 14th September, 2015

On 19th August Cllr. Pennington, Ray Harrington and myself Cllr. Jenny Clarke had a Meeting @ Broomhill Meadow with Rob Secula who is now the SHDC officer responsible for Recreation to ask for advice on what type of recreation could be installed on it. We also looked at Tor Field. He is going to spend some time (when he has time) advising us on possibilities and match funding.

He has promised to e-mail his ideas. He suggested that we send out a questionnaire to all the relevant youth organisations to ask for their input as to what they would like to see on these fields.

Marldon P.C. has agreed to invest funds along with Dartington and Totnes to boost the TAP Fund money that was allocated to us to provide a Youth Worker. We would like to resurrect the very popular Marldon Youth Club and an experienced youth worker would be of enormous help to us to achieve this. Fiona Bailey who used to run the Youth Club, is happy to work with the Youth Worker and we would need other help from parents on a rota system to enable this facility to re-open and continue.

The TAP Funding plus input from District Councillors Locality Grants and money from each of the Parish Councils will enable us to have as follows:

A Monthly Rural Youth Event either in Marldon or Dartington.

A Monthly Joint Event in Totnes for which transport will be provided to ship our young people over.

This fund will also provide Project Based Activities such as:

Events in local Community Halls.

Hardware needs such as equipment  for activities and kit which need to be determined.

Help developing local ideas.

Generate and support local involvement.

Suggestions are already coming in for various forms of recreation that people would like to see on Broomhill and Tor Field.

2.Cllr Clarke reported at the meeting she is still considering what to do about the extra basketball post in the light of a cheaper installation offer that has been received. 
3. Cllr. Joinson reported that some paint work was needed at the entrance to the meadow and Cllr Veasey said he would look at it and do it if he could.
13(9.15) HIGHWAYS AND MAINTENANCE
The gullies in Village Road and Church Hill still need clearing. 
Cllr Cox reported a problem with a drain in Belfield Close.
14(9.15)      FINANCE

The following payments were approved:-
Payments-  Main a/c:                                                                                              £
   Clerk net salary and expenses August                                                             372.90

   Clerk PAYE                                                                                                       66.40

   Robin Cox expenses- Broomhill fence etc £36-74; telephone £40                   76.74

   Grant Thornton external audit                                                                      240.00

P3 a/c:
Robin Cox  on parish paths (fuel, parts, tools)                                                    48.96

MEG a/c

Robin Cox  on MEG – tools, poo bags, folding saw                                               15.20

BANK ACCOUNTS  as at 28-8-2015 :
Main Account:                      £20,698.58

P3     Account:                         £525.36

Environment Account :            £508.12 (£249.50 paid in during month)

NS&I Investment Account  Balance at 31.1.2015:       £20,640.40 (gross interest p.a.=£153)

Receipts- MEG a/c

Gardening club                                                                                             249.50
15(9.15)      MATTERS UNDER REVIEW.
 None
      
16(9.15) BUSINESS at the DISCRETION of THE CHAIRMAN    
The Chairman  has established that under the Audit Committee rules at SHDC Sect. 151 the Finance officer must be consulted when a 106 agreement involves giving a sum of money to a subsidiary of a parent company, as occurred with Galliford Try and Linden Homes. It does not appear that this happened in this case. 
17(9.15) CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS- None
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
October 12th  2015
Signed ……………………………………………………    Chairman                        12-10-2015
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