MARLDON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting of Marldon Parish Council held on Monday 12th October 2015 at 7.30pm 
MEMBERS PRESENT:


Cllrs:   Palk, Mrs Clarke, Pennington,  Joinson, Mrs Smith, 
ALSO PRESENT:
  9 members of the public and Clerk to the Council:  David Eeles
Before the meeting started members of the public had the opportunity to air any concerns and ask questions, which would be noted by members and if necessary raised during the meeting.

1(10.15)
APOLOGIES 
 Cllrs Thorp,  Webber, Veasey, Cox, C.Cllr Rowe
Cllr Bygraves has tendered his resignation from the Council as he is moving to St Marychurch. Members fully endorsed a letter of thanks to be sent to him expressing regret but understanding, and thanking him for his contribution to the Council in two separate stints totaling nearly 8 years as well as wishing him and his wife well for the future.  The position will be advertised as normal.

2(10.15)    APPROVAL OF MINUTES
It was proposed by Cllr. Palk, seconded by Cllr. Clarke and unanimously AGREED that the September meeting minutes be approved as a true record and accordingly signed off by the Chairman. 

3(10.15) MATTERS ARISING
7(7.15): Xmas Tree Farm- The issue of the pedestrian access into Farthing Lane which has recently been re-opened was raised again and it was proposed by the Chairman , seconded by Cllr Cox and duly CARRIED unanimously that the Enforcement Officer, Heather Nesbitt, at SHDC be informed of this development and asked to ensure previous planning conditions which prevented this exit be enforced.
5(9.15): TAP fund- it was AGREED that the clerk should put together a bid for TAP funds along similar lines to that submitted successfully two years ago.
4(10.15) POLICE:
A number of items for August were reported from the police website. 
5.(10.15) REPORTS
DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT
Cllr. Pennington reported:

Discretionary Local Business Relief Policy
1. The government has now decided to allow local councils to keep all the business rates.

2. The Firewood restaurant and Bar at Marldon Christmas Tree Farm as reported at the last meeting was granted approval for an all-year-round drinks license, despite the objections by the Parish Council and nearby local residents on grounds of Public Safety and possible Public Nuisance- 2 issues cited in the Public Licensing Act 2003. He has contacted SHDC Licensing Officer to ascertain if a “police report” had been received concerning public safety and possible nuisance issues raised by residents and the Parish Council. Her reply was that a verbal reply of no objection had ben received only but no written report. Therefore he tabled questions to the Chairman of the Licencing Committee at the South Hams Full Council meeting: a) was failure to produce a written report in breach of the Licensing Act- his reply was NO. b) could he confirm that the police had visited the site- again answer NO. 
Therefore he contacted the police officer in charge of the licencing arrangements- Peter Cosby then contacted him from Torquay and said that he had visited Marldon Xmas Tree Farm and spoken to Steve Gribbon the Manager. Basically he gave the view that nuisance issues were the responsibility of South Hams Environmental Health and public safety eg highway issues were for DCC. 

The Chairman proposed that the matter be presented to Mr Hogg, the Police Commissioner, but no seconder was forthcoming It was AGREED that the matter should be on the agenda for the next meeting. 

6(10.15) NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN.

The Chairman circulated a questionnaire which the clerk had prepared for Berry Pomeroy PC which he had modified and proposed that consideration of whether to circulate such a questionnaire be on the next agenda- this was AGREED. The clerk noted that members had not yet agreed to begin the formalities of a Neighbourhood Plan which would involve applying to SHDC for formal approval, a process which takes over a month.
7(10.15) 20 MPH BLANKET LIMIT FOR MARLDON
Members had received copies of the Ipplepen Parish Council Transport Plan 2014 which the clerk had circulated. This had involved a questionnaire which was answered by 318 out of 1300 residencies, a Transport Group made up of Parish Councillors , members of the public and the District and County Councillors. This had resulted in a 10-point Action Plan.

The Chairman said he was very impressed with this document and he proposed that Marldon attempt to do something very similar, perhaps together with the Neighbourhood Plan. This was seconded by Cllr Smith and duly CARRIED. 

8(10.15) PLANNING
24/1890/15/0: 8 new dwellings at The Old RMC quarry, The Old Kiln, Kiln Road.
Cllr Palk moved APPROVAL seconded by Cllr Clarke and this was CARRIED with Chair not voting so as not to prejudice his position at the SHDC planning meeting.

 34/2179/15/F: 33, Meadow Park –addition of garden cabin: NO OBJECTION
34/2073/15/F: 19, Bampton Close- single story rear extension and alterations: NO OBJECTION

34/2000/15//F: The Garden, Compton extensions and alterations.: A letter of objection has been received for these plans and members wished to defer consideration following a possible site visit. 

Site visits were also AGREED for an application to put holiday homes on the Marldon Xmas Tree site and an application for 2 new houses off Moorview.

9(10.15)  CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk summarized correspondence received. 
10(10.15) LEISURE and PUBLIC GROUNDS
1. It was confirmed that it had been member’s intention to approve the contribution of £650 towards the TAP project that would lead to the re-establishment of the village youth club.
2. A public grounds meeting was held on Monday, 28 September at 7:30 PM

 Members present were Councillors Pennington and Veasey, Fiona Bailey Ray Harrington and Councillor Clarke.
We discussed how we would go about re-opening the youth club now we are going to have help from a youth worker courtesy of the TAP fund that was awarded to us, Dartington PC and Totnes Council with of course the help of money from District Councillors and our Parish Council.

Fiona went away to talk to the executive committee of the youth club Simon Birch and Heather Culverdale. She also had to find out what evenings may be available in the Village Hall to reopen the club. Unfortunately she has reported back to me that all the youth club equipment has been disposed of. The committee are now investigating how this could possibly have happened without their knowledge or permission. This obviously means that all this equipment will have to be replaced before we can really open the club. Whoever is responsible I imagine will have to reimburse us.

At the time of the meeting we have not been e-mailed by Rob Sekula who came back to look at our fields back in August and was going to let us know what he felt could be put on them using the 106 money. Since the meeting we have heard from Rob and I will be calling another meeting to discuss findings. We can then move onto asking the various clubs and organisations, school etc. what they would like to see of the recommendations Rob has put forward. 

The meeting will be held before the next PC meeting in November and hopefully we will have more news about the outcome of the investigations for you then.

11(10.15) HIGHWAYS AND MAINTENANCE
1.   Cllr. Webber asked for it to be reported that the sign at Westerland is damaged, and the sign on main Totnes Road opp. Xmas Tree farm is lying in the hedge.
Also the reactive 30mph sign at Westerland appears not to be working. 

2. In addition he reports that various stable buildings and shelters have been erected in the lower field and fields in Lower Westerland that were for cattle are now divided by pens into horses for fields making it a livery not a farm. 

3. Cllr Smith said that the sign at the bottom of Church Hill to the effect that the hill is unsuitable for wide vehicles needs an indication of max. width to stop vehicles which are getting stuck on the bend up the hill. 
12(10.15)      FINANCE

The following payments were approved:-
Payments-  Main a/c:                                                                                              £
   Clerk net salary and expenses Sept                                                               288.90

   Clerk PAYE                                                                                                       66.60

   Robin Cox expenses- wood for repair of gate at Pembroke Park

   Marldon Cricket Club-  meadow maint.  March 2015- Sept. 2015                    480.50

   Share of TAP funding for Youth Outreach worker:                                       650.00

Receipts- Main  a/c

2nd instalment precept                                                                                   5,581.50

BANK ACCOUNTS  as at 30-9-2015 i

Main Account:                      £25,525.92

P3     Account:                         £476.44

Environment Account :            £492.96

NS&I Investment Account  Balance at 31.1.2015:       £20,640.40 (gross interest p.a.=£153)

13(10.15)      MATTERS UNDER REVIEW.
 None
      
14(10.15) BUSINESS at the DISCRETION of THE CHAIRMAN    
15(10.15) CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS- None
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
November 9th 2015
Signed ……………………………………………………    Chairman                        9-11-2015
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